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Urban Youth Fund

UN-HABITAT is working with young people in cities and towns for a better urban future

THE URBAN YOUTH FUND
The Fund supports urban youth in
developing countries. It aims to advance
the achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals and the Habitat
Agenda by providing small grants of upto
USD 25,000 to youth-led projects piloting
innovative approaches to employment,
good governance, shelter and secure
tenure.
By undertaking research on best practises
in youth-led development, the fund
also aims to create a greater awareness
of the urgency to mainstream youth in
development policies and strategies.
To qualify for a grant, applicant
organizations must be led by young people
aged 15-32, and the projects must and
be based in cities or towns in developing
countries. Support will be targeted to the
young people who need assistance the
most, particularly disadvantaged youth in
urban slums. Projects promoting gender
equality or involving partnerships with
the government, the private sector or civil
society are particularly encouraged.

YOUTH-LED DEVELOPMENT
Youth-led Development involves young
people actively creating a better future
for themselves and their communities.
These initiatives are projects designed and
implemented by young people aged 15-32
years. The projects often take place at the
grassroots level and are largely carried out
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by youth volunteers. Initiatives address a
broad range of community needs such as
employment, access to affordable housing
and secure land tenure, safer cities and
participation in decision making.
Youth-led development gives young people
valuable skills such as project management
and teamwork, thus boosting their ability
to acquire jobs and participate actively in
society.

“I am regularly inspired by the good will, talent and idealism of the young people
I meet across the world. They are making important contributions to our work to
eradicate poverty, contain the spread disease, combat climate change and achieve
the Millennium Development Goals”.

– The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s message on International Youth Day 2010 .

UN-HABITAT AND YOUTH
Globally, 85 percent of the world’s young
people live in developing countries. An
increasing number of these young people
are growing up in cities. In many cities
on the African continent, for instance,
more than 70 per cent of inhabitants
are under the age of 30. Young people,
especially young girls and women, are
the most vulnerable to social problems
caused by unemployment and poverty.
With more than 200 million youth living
in poverty globally, there is a clear need to
meaningfully engage and support youth.
UN-HABITAT recognises the role of young
people in alleviating poverty and regards
young people as a major force for a better
world. The HABITAT Agenda commits
governments and UN-HABITAT to work in
partnership with youth and empower them
to participate in decision-making in order
to improve urban livelihoods and develop
sustainable human settlements.

The UN-HABITAT Youth Fund was
established at the request of member
states at the UN-HABITAT Governing
Council in April 2007 and officially
launched at the 3rd World Urban Youth
Forum in November 2008. The fund is
currently supporting youth-led projects in
more than 30 countries in Africa, Asia and
Latin-America.

Global Help Desk
The Global Youth Help Desk is a UN-HABITAT
web based information hub that enables the
accumulation of knowledge and research
and promotes good practices in youth-led
development among youth leaders and other
actors interested in youth issues. The Help
Desk will provide the users with self-learning
modules, training materials, information on
Urban Youth Fund projects, youth forum
reports, Q and A’s and personal stories from
youth all over the world. The Help Desk is
available at www. globalyouthdesk.org
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Is your organization led by youth aged 15-32 years?
Is your organisation working on innovative and sustainable
projects that will improve your community
and the lives of young people?
If YES, your organisation could be eligible to receive a grant!

To apply go to www.unhabitatyouthfund.org
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